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ECONOMICS — GENERAL
Paper : DSE-B-2

[ Economic History of India (1857-1947) ]
Full Marks : 65

Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words
as far as practicable.



‘Poverty and Un-British Rule in India’ 
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

[ English Version ]
The figures in the margin indicate full marks.

Group - A
1. Answer any ten questions : 2×10

(a) Who wrote the book ‘Poverty and Un-British Rule in India’ and in which year?

(b) What was meant by ‘Home charges’ in colonial India?

(c) What do you mean by subsistence agriculture?

(d) Who established the ‘Permanent Settlement’ system and when?

(e) Mention two rural handicrafts of British India.
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(f) Mention any two causes of ‘de-industrialisation’ in India during 19th century.

(g) What is commercial crop? Name any two commercial crops of British India.

(h) What is ‘Mahalwari’ system?

(i) In which year and from where the first railway passenger train started its journey in India?

(j) Mention any two features of ‘New Guarantee System’ of railway construction in India.

(k) State two large scale industries of India established in 19th century.

(l) Mention any four export crop of India in the late 19th century.

(m) Indicate any two reasons of frequent famines in India after 1857.

(n) What was the first calculated value of Total National Product of India in 1867-68? Who did this
calculation?

(o) Under which commission the Industrial law of 1934 had been founded?

Group - B
Answer any three questions. 5×3

2. Write a brief note on Ryotwari System.

3. Briefly discuss the causes of commercialisation of agriculture in India during the British rule.

4. What were the major causes behind the devastating famine of Bengal in 1943?

5. Indicate the positive and negative aspects of Managing Agency System in the context of Indian economic
history.

6. Write a brief note on ‘Ottawa Trade Agreement’.

Group - C
Answer any three questions.

7. Discuss the change in land ownership and revenue structure in British India after Permanent Settlement.
10

8. What do you mean by drain of wealth in the context of India’s economic history? What were the main
causes of this economic drain? 5+5

9. Discuss the causes of decline of Indian handicrafts during the 19th century. How Indian economy was
affected due to this? 6+4

10. Examine the nature of Industrialisation in the interwar period in India. In this context mention the policies
of the Fiscal Commission known as ‘triple formula’. 4+6

11. Discuss in brief the basic objectives behind the construction of Railways in India. In this context indicate
the features of ‘Old Guarantee System’. 4+6


